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Introduction 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples 

of responses to GCSE German. 

 The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be 

found on the Pearson website. 

 In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary 

and the mark scheme for each question. 

 The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses 

where possible. 

 We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year. 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions 

about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 

TeachingLanguages@pearson.com. 
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Question 1(a) and 1(b) 

Question 1 – Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A – question 1(a): 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate displays good communication throughout. Ideas are developed well. 

The third bullet point is alluded to indirectly but is unclear. The candidate has 
written more than the recommended word count. This is provided as a guide only 
so the candidate has not been penalised.   

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 7 marks 
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Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 5 marks 
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Candidate B – Question 1(b) 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate communicates information relevant to the task and although there 

are some minor errors, the language is fluent and accurate. The candidate has 
written more than the recommended word count. This is provided as a guide only 
so the candidate has not been penalised.   

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 12 marks 

 

 

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 8 marks 
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 Question 2(a) and 2(b) 

Question 2 – Question and mark scheme  
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Candidate A – question 2(a): 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate starts the response well and the first two bullet points are covered. 

However, the candidate has not addressed the third and fourth bullet points. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 9 marks 
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Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 7 marks 

 



GCSE German Paper 4: Higher Tier 

 

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015.  21 

Candidate B – question 2(b): 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate’s answer is well-linked and generally clear throughout with just a few odd 
comments here and there. 

 

Grid 1 (communication and content): 14 marks 

 

 

Grid 2 (linguistic knowledge and accuracy): 10 marks 
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Question 3 

Question 3 – Question and mark scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 

Examiner comment:  

The candidate partially communicates the meaning of the passage but some 

phrases are incorrectly translated. Grammatical errors sometimes prevent the 
meaning being conveyed. 

 

5 marks 
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Candidate B: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate mostly communicates the meaning of the passage. The translation 

is mostly accurate, but ‘Austria’ and ‘freedom’ are mistranslated and there are 
some structures which cause difficulty. 

 

7 marks 
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Candidate C: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The meaning of the passage is fully communicated with consistently accurate 

language and structures.  

 

12 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


