Year 11 Useful A Grade phrases for writing and oral narrative 2009

Dans I'ensemble On the whole

Par contre On the other hand

y compris including

Quant a.......... As for..........

En ce qui conceme........ As far as ..... Is concerned
A cause de.......... Because of

Parce que Because

En fait In fact

Cependant However

Tandis que Whereas

A mon avis In my opinion

Grace a Thanks to

Du au fait que Due to the fact that
Franchement . Frankly

Vraiment Really

Complétement Completely

Absolument Absolutely

Tout a fait Absolutely
Malgré (cela) By In spite (of this)
Heureusement Fortunately
Malheureusement ) Unluckily

Lentement Slowly

Vite/rapidement Quickly

Tout de suite Immediately
Soudain/tout a coup Suddenly

Une fois (arrivé) Once I had (arrived)

Au bout d'un moment After a bit / presently

En ce moment At the moment/currently
A l'avenir In the future

Dans une heure In one hour's time

Vers six heures At around six

Aprés demain The day after tomorrow
La veille The previous day/evening
Lundi On Monday

Le lundi On Mondays

Tous les lundis Every Monday
Puis/ensuite Then

A ma grande surprise To my great surprise

A ma grande horreur To my horror

J'étais tres étonné I was very surprised/gobsmacked!
Je me suis rendu compte que j'avais I realised that (good mark earner)! had

' Often followed by imperfect

Useful constructions

1 .Linked with a + infinitive




Commencer a

To start to

Aider & To help to
Continuer a To continue to
Inviter a To invite to

Difficile/Impossible/ a

Difficult/Impossible to..

2.Linked with de + infinitive

Décider de

To decide to...

Avant de

Before doing something

J'étais sur le point de

[ was just about to....

J'étais en train de

I was in the middle of (doing something)

Cesser de To stop doing something
Décider de To decide to...

Essayer de To try to do something
J'étais/Je suis obligé de I was/am obliged to...

Finir de To finish doing something
Offrir de To offer to do something
Oublier de To forget to do something
Réfuser de To refuse to do something
Miscellaneous ' :

J'ai expliqué que/Il m'a expliqué I explained that/He explained that
que+imperf '

Il m'a dit que/ me dit que+ imperf He told/tells me that

Je lui ai dit que+ imperfect I told him/her that

On me dit que They tell me that/It is said that
Il m'a répondu que + imperfect He replied that

a-t-il dit He said (direct speech)

On a parlé au sujet de We spoke about

J'ai demandé a Marc de + infin I asked Mark to....

Je lui ai demandé de + infin I asked him/her to .....

Pendant que + imperfect While something was happening
Pendant que je dormais While I was sleeping

Pour + infinitive In order to ......

Aprés avoir + past participle

After doing something

Aprés avoir mangé/Apres étre arrivé

After eating/arriving (takes étre)

Aprées m'étre habillé(good earner)

After dressing (talking about you)

J'ai remarqué que+ imperfect

I noticed that

J'ai découvert que+ imperfect

Il m'a donné

Je viens de/venais de + infin

I have just/had just........

11 avait l'air sympa

He seemed nice

Je ne pouvais pas+ infin

I wasni't able to

Je ne pouvais pas le trouver

1 couldn't find it/him

Entrer dans (takes étre)

To enter/go into a room/building

Monter dans /sortir de

To get on/go out of " "

Je me suis dirigé vers

I went in the direction of/headed for




