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WRITER’S TECHNIQUES

Irony

AN EXAMPLE: I the fist conversation between Raleigh and Osborne (Act One, pages 5-16), Raleigh refers to
Stanhope's being commander of is company as being ‘a frightiulbi o luck'. This is fonic on two levels. Firsty,
the opposite is true — s not luck at all, as Raleigh admits later that he had asked his uncle, a general,t0 place.
him in the same company. Secondly, the decision tums out o be far from hucky — Stanhope makes Raleigh's
fime in the company anything but pleasant.

TASK: On the left of the page, you wil find some comments from the same conversation between Osbome and
Raleigh following Raleigh's armival n the dugou. Match these to the reasons why the comments are ironic on the.
fight hand side. For each, be prepared to say WHY you have mads that match, and how the example makes you
think about what might happen laer i the piay.
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Raleigh taking about Stanhope: * | was only a kid
and he was one of the big fellows; he's three years
older than | am.”

While this is true, Stanhope’s reaction i far from
‘what Raleigh expects or would like when he first
sees Raleigh.

Raleigh says of Stanhope: * Oh, | think he'll
remember me.”

He is being sarcastic — he knows full well that tis.
is not really the case.

‘Osbome refers to Raleigh getting placed in
‘Stanhope's company as being an “extraordinary
coincidence.”

Litle does Raleigh realise that this will be a point
of great friction between him and Stanhope later in
the piay, as Stanhope doesn't want anyone to
Know what he has become.

Raleigh talks of writng back to his sister
(Stanhope’s ‘sweetheart) about how Stanhope is
getting on

‘When you look back at the events of play, this
proves to be far from the truth, given what many of
the characters experience. It does reflect how he
ties to see the bright side, though.

‘Osbome says of the Very Lights' that “there’s
‘something rather romantic about t all"

We realise there's not a great difference between
them, but see later that this is ironic as there fs a
‘massive difference in their levels of experience.
and atfitudes to war.





