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Assessment

Starting with this extract, write about the way
that Shakespeare presents King Henry as a king
and as a leader.

You might want to consider some of the
following:

*  How Henry responds to important events

* How he appears and speaks in public

* How he speaks to individual people

+  His private feelings

*  Shakespeare’s use of stagecraftto convey his
leas about Henry.

This extract comes from Act 3. Henry has laid
siege to Harfleur but not managed to capture
the town. Here he is telling the Governor of
Harfleur what will happen to the inhabitants of
the town if the Gevernor doesn'’t surrend:

How yet resolves the governor of the town?

This s the latest parle we will admit;

Therefore to our best mercy give yourselves;

Or like to men proud of destruction

Defy us to our worst: for, as | am a soldier,

A name that inmy thoughts becomes me best,
If I begin the battery once again,

1will not leave the half-achieved Harfleur.

Tillin her ashes she lie buried.

The gates of mercy shall be all shut up,

And the flesh'd soldier, rough and hard of heart,
In liberty of bloody hand shall range

With conscience wide as hell, mowing like grass
Your fresh-fair virgins and your flowering infants.





