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overview

I.1: three witches meet on barren heathland to discuss their

meeting with 

Macbeth...

I.2: an injured captain reports Scotland’s success and 

Macbeth’s

bravery to King 

Diuncan...

I.3 : 

Macbeth and 

Banquo meet three witches on the heath who

make predications about their futures...


Act One Scene One
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1. In groups of three, practice the reading of the scene until you feel you have the right voices, mood, expression and pace.

2. You are the director of this first scene. Write down your instructions for the actors playing the witches.  You might think about whether they are all similar or different, their age, costume and movement.

3. In this first scene there are a number of paradoxes. This means statements that appear to contradict each other.  Write down the ones you find, and guess what they might mean.

Act One Scene Two

1. Read the captain’s report and answer the following questions:

a) Pick out all the action words (such as ‘Swarm’) that you can find in these lines.  Why do you think they are there?

b) What sort of picture of Macbeth is built up in this speech?  What will the audience be expecting?

c) Pick out the animal images in the scene and explain what they represent.

2. Briefly explain the story of the Thane of Cawdor in your own words and how this affects Macbeth.

3. ‘What he hath lost, noble Macbeth hath won.’  How do these words echo something said by the witches in the first scene?  What does this tell us about the witches’. powers?

Act One Scene Three

1.What comments would you make about the witches’ style of speaking up to the first stage direction (drum within)?

2.Comment on the link between Macbeth’s first words and the words of the witches in the first scene.  It is a statement about the weather – but do you think it could mean something more?
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What two predictions do the witches make about Macbeth when they greet him?  Comment on the second.

4. What predictions are made about Banquo?  How is the idea of the paradox continued here?

5.  How does Macbeth react to the news that he has been made Thane of Cawdor?  Focus on these lines in particular:

· Why do you dress me in borrowed robes?
· Glamis, and Thane of Cawdor: / The greatest is behind.
· ...horrid image doth unfix my hair...
· If chance will have me king, why chance may crown me / Without my stir
Compare your answers to a partner’s.  What might be going through Macbeth’s head at this point, and how would you be thinking if you were in his position?

Extension Activity – The First Three Scenes

The first three scenes contain very different characters and locations.  Discuss the way that Shakespeare creates a contrast between the scenes and the characters, yet builds in elements that clearly link them together.  The following prompt words might help you out:

· the words ‘fair’ and ‘foul’
· the character of Macbeth
· Duncan and The Witches – Good and Evil
Write your ideas down in note form, but use quotations from the scenes to back up your ideas.
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Use this sheet to record your ideas about the thoughts and behaviour of
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Macbeth or 

Banquo at this point.  You could use one column to

show their thoughts, the other to show outward appearance in terms of

expression, tone of voice, movements, etc. at each particular line.
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Act One, Scene 4

1. Duncan describes the traitor – the old Thane of Cawdor - as being ‘a gentleman on whom I built / An absolute trust.’  Why do you think Shakespeare has Macbeth entering at that point?

2. Find quotations that show how Duncan feels towards Macbeth.  How does Macbeth respond to these words of praise?

3. Duncan announces that his eldest son, Malcolm, will become Prince of Cumberland and heir to the throne.  Describe and explain Macbeth’s reactions to this.  You might also comment on the use of the aside in this section – ask your teacher what an aside is for.

Act One, Scene 5

1. How is Macbeth’s letter set out differently to the dialogue of the previous scenes? Why does Shakespeare do this?

2. Why do you think Shakespeare repeats details in Macbeth’s letter that the audience already knows?  Think about different types of people in the audience and what is important in terms of the plot so far.

3.  Read Lady Macbeth’s first speech and answer these questions fully, with supporting quotations:

a)  What does she want after reading her husband’s letter?

b) What does she fear might come in the way of these ambitions?

4. Read her second speech after the attendant exits, up to the point when Macbeth enters (‘The raven himself is hoarse...hold, hold.’)  

a)Circle and write down all the words you associate with evil and violence.  What might be the effect on the audience of hearing these words?  What do you think of Lady Macbeth at this point?

b) What does Lady Macbeth mean when she says of Duncan, ‘never / Shall sun that morrow see’?  Why do you think Macbeth avoids answering back in detai
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1. Using these key words as  prompts, summarise Macbeth’s arguments against killing Duncan in his opening speech:

· revenge

· king

· faithful

· host

· goodness

· heaven

· unnatural
2. In this soliloquy, underline the words you feel the actor playing Macbeth should stress as he recites this important speech.  Compare your answers with a partner, discussing your choices.

3. This scene shows Lady Macbeth gradually changing Macbeth’s mind over the decision to kill Duncan.   Find the key lines that show the following stages in Macbeth’s speech:

· deciding he will not kill Duncan

· considering killing him but worrying about plans going wrong

· deciding that he will definitely go ahead with the murder

4.  How do you think Lady Macbeth manages to convince Macbeth to go ahead with the murder in this scene?  In your answer, refer to:

· her accusations against him

· her practical suggestions

· her persuasive language

5. Re-read Lady Macbeth’s lines from 54-8 (‘I have given suck...have done to this;’).  What is your impression of Lady Macbeth’s character at this point in the play?  How does it compare to Macbeth’s?

Answer these questions in full sentences and in as much 

detail as possible:

1) What three things do the witches tell Macbeth?

2) What do the witches tell Banquo?

3) What two questions does Macbeth ask the witches in lines 70 – 79?

4) How do you think Macbeth feels after meeting the 
witches? 

5) How do you think Banquo feels?

6) In lines 104 – 107 what news does Ross bring to Macbeth?

7) How does Shakespeare show Banquo’s reaction to this news?

8) How has Macbeth come to be Thane of Cawdor?

9) In lines 130 onwards how is Macbeth feeling after hearing this news?

a) Find two lines that describe Macbeth’s feelings.

10) What three things do the witches tell Macbeth?

11) What do the witches tell Banquo?

12) What two questions does Macbeth ask the witches in lines 70 – 79?

13) How do you think Macbeth feels after meeting the 
witches? 

14) How do you think Banquo feels?

15) In lines 104 – 107 what news does Ross bring to Macbeth?

16) How does Shakespeare show Banquo’s reaction to this news?

17) How has Macbeth come to be Thane of Cawdor?



Act Two, Scene One

Lines 1-32

1. In the first conversation between Banquo and Fleance, find and write down all the references to light and darkness.  What have they got in common, and what do you think they mean?

2. Dramatic irony is where a character says something and the audience recognises that it has a deeper meaning or that the opposite is true.  For example, when Banquo asks, 'Who's there?', Macbeth answers, 'A friend.'  His thoughts towards Banquo, though, are anything but friendly, as we shall see later!  Find more examples of dramatic irony in this section of the scene.

3. Macbeth says of the witches,'I think not of them.'  Find a quotation from Act One that proves this isn't true.  Why would Macbeth lie to Banquo about this?

4. Re-read lines 25/6 ('If you shall cleave to my consent…').  What does Macbeth mean by this?  What do you make of Banquo's response?

Lines 33-64 (end of scene)

5. List all the images of violence and death that you can find in this speech.  Why do you think there are so many?

6. Why do you think Macbeth sees a dagger? List the reasons he gives.  What do you think it represents? How would you stage this situation if you were the director of a production of   Macbeth?

7. Notice  Shakespeare's use of rhyme at the end of the final lines in this scene.  Read the final five lines aloud with a partner - what is the effect of using rhyme here?

Act Two, Scene Two

Lines 1-8

8. How would you describe Lady Macbeth’s mood at the start of the scene?  How does it contrast with Macbeth’s from the previous scene?  Use quotations from these lines to back up your answer.

Lines 9-24

9. Use these prompt words to explain how Shakespeare creates dramatic tension in this part of the scene:

· use of questions

· quick exchange of speech

· references to strange noises

Use quotations to back up your answer.

10.If you were directing this section, what advice would you give to the actors playing Macbeth and his wife in terms of movement, action and gestures?


Lines 25 - 59

11. Macbeth dwells on the fact that he could not say the word 'amen' after hearing the prayer of Duncan's guards.  Why do you think he was unable to say this word?

12. In line 39, Macbeth says he 'doth murder sleep.'  By this, he  says that by killing the guards, he has murdered the qualities that sleep brings.  Explain these qualities in your own words.  You could start by underlining the words you don't understand, and looking them up in the dictionary:

· the innocent sleep
· sleep that knits up the ravelled sleeve of care
· the death of each day's life
· sore labour's bath
· balm of hurt minds
· great nature's second course
· chief nourisher of life's feast
Why do you think Macbeth believes he shall no longer enjoy these qualities?

13.  How does Lady Macbeth react to her husband in lines 47-53 ('Who was it…grooms with blood' ?  How does her behaviour continue to differ from that of her husband at this point in the play?  Look also at lines 55-59

Lines 60 - end of scene

14. We later find out that that the knocking at the end of the scene is Macduff and Lennox at the gates of the castle.  What effect might this have on the characters, and therefore on the audience?

15. Macbeth clearly regrets his part in the murder at this point.  Explain these statements of his in your own words, adding how they express him feeling sorry about what has done:

· Will all great Neptune's ocean was this blood / Clean from my hand?
· To know my deed, 'twere best not know myself
16. Lady Macbeth accuses her husband of being a coward three times in this section.  Copy down the three quotations that emphasise this.

Activities based on the Both Scenes

1. Writing to Analyse / Review / Comment

Shakespeare uses many dramatic devices  in these scenes to make them more nail-biting for the audience.  Look back over your other notes on these scenes.

· list the various techniques used

· find an example of each

· comment on how each example might affect the audience, and why it works well

2. Speaking and Listening - Pairs (Accompanying worksheet available)
Write a script or improvise a situation where an officer of Duncan's is questioning a servant of Macbeth's over the murder.  The servant has seen and heard everything in II.1 - but how much will he let on?  Include information on:

· Macbeth and Lady Macbeth's states of mind throughout the scenes

· the events of the murder

· what might happen after the murder has been discovered

As the servant, describe how your master and mistress appeared throughout the episode. Be prepared to act out the interview in front of the rest of the class.

3. Writing to Inform / Explain / Describe ; Analyse / Review / Comment (Accompanying worksheet available)
Lady Macbeth is clearly experiencing many emotions at this point in the play.  Write down the notes of an actress taking her part, stating how she might approach II.2.  Use key quotations from the scene as your starting points. 





Act Two, Scene Three

Lines 1-55

1. The Porter Scene.  Look at this section at the beginning of the scene.  It is the only moment of real humour in the play.  List three reasons why you think Shakespeare might have written this in at this point in the play. (Clue: think about what has just happened).

2. Read Lennox’s description of the ‘unruly’ night (lines 46-53).   Write this section as a modern newsreader’s headlines in Modern English.  What might be the reason for all these disturbances? Comment on Macbeth’s response to what Lennox says.

Lines 56-113

3. ‘O horror, horror, horror...' In pairs rehearse how you might deliver this line onstage.  What must you convey to the audience?

4. Macduff is the character who responds the most dramatically to Duncan’s death.  Find all the references he makes to Duncan in this section.  How do they give an impression of how Duncan is generally though of by all?

5. Macbeth delivers the following lines in this section:

· renown and grace is dead
· the fountain of your blood is stopped
Why would Shakespeare give these lines to Duncan’s murderer?  Also, what is the effect of him then claiming to have killed Duncan’s guards, saying that they were guilty of the murder?

6.  Lady Macbeth faints after Macbeth’s speech.  List reasons why this might be so – and whether you think it is genuine or ‘false face’?.  

Lines 113 - 139

7. What course of action do Duncan's sons, Malcolm and Donaldbain, decide to take?  In your notes, draw a table with two columns headed 'plus' and 'minus'.  Write down the good and bad things that might result from them doing this.

8.  Banquo and Macbeth both make statements about how they intend to respond.  Copy down the relevant quotations, and explain how each quotation shows the audience the difference between the two men.

Activities based on Act Two, Scenes 1-3

1. Writing to Inform / Explain / Describe  (Accompanying worksheet available)

'Renown and Grace is Dead.'  Design and write the front page of a Scottish newspaper announcing the murder of Duncan.  You should use information from the first three scenes in Act 2 to write your account.  Remember that, as the writer, you only know what Macduff and Banquo know; and that you should include the following:

· details of where it happened

· how the murder was discovered

· what was found at the scene of the crime

· how other  characters responded and acted (you could use quotations from the play here)

You could also include a second story on the front page linked to the play.  Here are some suggestions:

· the war against Norway

· the execution of the Thane of Cawdor

· the sighting of the witches on the heath

The worksheet will help you lay out your article.




Act Three, Scene One

Lines 1-10

1. Summarise Banquo’s thoughts in three sentences of Modern English, as if you were Banquo writing. 

2. ‘…Thou played’st most foully for’t.’  What is the significance of these words?

Lines 10-49

3. Why is Macbeth .so interested in Banquo’s plans for the afternoon?

4. What does Macbeth say about Malcolm and Donaldbain, Duncan’s sons?  Why would he spread such lies?

Lines 50-73

5. In his soliloquy, Macbeth makes a number of references to the fact that his kingship is worthless if it is under constant threat.  Copy down all the images and references you can find in connection with this, explaining each one in your own words.  Set your answer out as a table like so:

	Quotation
	Comment

	a fruitless crown

(III.1.62)


	Metaphor to echo point witches made that Macbeth will ‘get’ no kings, i.e. that he will have no children that become king


Lines 74-141

6. What do you notice about the way Shakespeare sets the first part of this section?  Why do you think it differs from how most of the play is set out?  Clue: look at the type of character Macbeth is speaking to.

7. Macbeth has a servant guarding the door while he speaks to these murderers.  What other touches could you, as the director, bring to this scene to make the meeting seem as underhand and disturbing as possible? Write down your ideas in rough and compare them with a partner.

Activities based on the whole scene

1. Writing to Inform / Explain / Describe   

Compare Macbeth’s behaviour in this scene to his behaviour just after killing Duncan.  Do you notice any changes in his character or the way he is acting?  You could plan your answer by putting quotations from each scene alongside each other to prove your points, then commenting on each.

2. Writing to Argue / Persuade / Advise

At this stage in the play, Macbeth is contemplating more murders to ensure that his grasp of the crown is firm, and that his descendants can also become king.  Imagine you are a close friend of his. Write a letter of around 250 words persuading him to either go ahead with this course of action or stop where he is.  You must list as many reasons for your point of view as possible, taking them where you can from the play itself.




Act Three, Scene Three

1. Look back to Act Two, scene 1, where Banquo talks to Fleance.  Note the references to light in the first ten lines.  Find down all the references to light in this scene also.  Why do you think this is important?  


2. Some critics have suggested that the third murderer who joins the other two could actually be Macbeth.  Re-read the scene bearing this in mind, and with a partner, discuss how your reading of the scene changes and what you think the main arguments for and against this theory might be.

3. In the scene, Banquo is murdered, but Fleance survives.  How does this link back to one of the predictions of the witches in Act One, scene Three? Which line makes you feel that the murderers might be aware of this?

4. In groups of four to five people, discuss the staging of this scene.  Do this in these stages:

· What are the problems that the director faces?

· How might you overcome these problems?

· What are the most important elements of the scene to get across to the audience?

You might want to draw out overhead views of the stage so that you can indicate how the various characters move about.
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Enter MACBETH and BANQUO��MACBETH �So foul and fair a day I have not seen.��BANQUO �How far is't call'd to Forres? What are these�So wither'd and so wild in their attire,�That look not like the inhabitants o' the earth,�And yet are on't? Live you? or are you aught�That man may question? You seem to understand me,�By each at once her chappy finger laying�Upon her skinny lips: you should be women,�And yet your beards forbid me to interpret�That you are so.��MACBETH �Speak, if you can: what are you?��First Witch �All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of Glamis!��Second Witch �All hail, Macbeth, hail to thee, thane of Cawdor!��Third Witch �All hail, Macbeth, thou shalt be king hereafter!��BANQUO �Good sir, why do you start; and seem to fear�Things that do sound so fair? I' the name of truth,�Are ye fantastical, or that indeed�Which outwardly ye show? My noble partner�You greet with present grace and great prediction�Of noble having and of royal hope,�That he seems rapt withal: to me you speak not.�If you can look into the seeds of time,�And say which grain will grow and which will not,�Speak then to me, who neither beg nor fear�Your favours nor your hate.��First Witch �Hail!��Second Witch �Hail!��Third Witch �Hail!��First Witch �Lesser than Macbeth, and greater.��Second Witch �Not so happy, yet much happier.��Third Witch �Thou shalt get kings, though thou be none:�So all hail, Macbeth and Banquo!��First Witch �Banquo and Macbeth, all hail!��MACBETH �Stay, you imperfect speakers, tell me more:�By Sinel's death I know I am thane of Glamis;�But how of Cawdor? the thane of Cawdor lives,�A prosperous gentleman; and to be king�Stands not within the prospect of belief,�No more than to be Cawdor. Say from whence�You owe this strange intelligence? or why�Upon this blasted heath you stop our way�With such prophetic greeting? Speak, I charge you.��Witches vanish��BANQUO �The earth hath bubbles, as the water has,�And these are of them. Whither are they vanish'd?��MACBETH �Into the air; and what seem'd corporal melted�As breath into the wind. Would they had stay'd!��BANQUO �Were such things here as we do speak about?�Or have we eaten on the insane root�That takes the reason prisoner?��MACBETH �Your children shall be kings.��BANQUO �You shall be king.�








act one, scenes 4 and 5





I.5: Lady Macbeth reads a letter from Macbeth telling news of Duncan’s arrival and  resolves to do whatever it takes to get her husband the crown.  When they meet, though, Macbeth seems unsure...





I.4: Duncan greets Macbeth and rewards him with the title of  Thane of Cawdor; but the king also announces his son Malcolm as heir– Macbeth  is bothered by this.
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Given that you have a chair as a stage prop, decide when your character might be sitting and when standing.  Again, what is it in the character’s speech that makes you decide?





SCENERY?





MAKE-UP?





PROPS?








Decide and write down moments when your character would be looking at the other, and when looking away.  Think about the reasons behind your decisions!





For each section of speech your character delivers, decide on the speed of delivery of the lines.  This will depend on how thoughtful / angry / decisive / excited they are.





NOW PUT ALL OF YOUR IDEAS TOGETHER AND TRY ACTING IT OUT!





Do you think your characters might make any physical contact at any point if they are to be persuasive, delighted, or angry?  Indicate where this might be.





Taking a character each, for each line your character delivers, write an adverb (e.g. softly) to describe how it should be delivered.
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Acting Out a Scene: Act One Scene 7 – Lady Macbeth convinces Macbeth


Task: In pairs (one taking the role of Macbeth, the other of Lady Macbeth), consider how you would act out this scene.  Use this sheet to help you make a set of notes for the actors – or if you are allowed, transfer your ideas on to the text as extra stage directions in pencil.  But ask your teacher first, and rub out when you have finished!





act one, scene 7





Macbeth struggles with the idea of killing Duncan.  When he meets his wife, he voices his doubts, but she has other ideas...
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Officer's Initial Questions�
Servant's Responses �
Further Questions  from Responses�
�
Question:





�
Answer:
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�
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Quotation you can use:�
Answer:�
�
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Speaking and Listening Task: Act Two Scenes 1 and 2 – Before and After Duncan's Murder


Task: Write a script or improvise a situation where an officer of Duncan's is questioning a servant of  Macbeth's over the murder.  The servant has seen and heard everything in II.1 - but how much will he let on? As a pair, write down ideas and areas of the text you can use below, and use this to help you with the task.
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act two, scenes 1 and 2





II.2 - Macbeth returns from murdering Duncan with the murder weapons, and in a distressed state.  Lady Macbeth tries to calm him, and gets rid of the murder weapons.





II.1 - Macbeth discusses the witches' predictions with Banquo, then hallucinates, seeing a dagger float in mid-air.
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LINES�
KEY QUOTATION�
EMOTIONS�
NOTES�
�
1 /2�






'…hath made me bold…'�






Confident, excited�



Rubbing hands, animated expression - looking towards door for Macbeth, standing and pacing, glass in hand


�
�
3-7�
�
�


















�
�
8-13�
�






Doubt, anxiety, sadness over father�
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�
14-24�
�
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�
25-37�






'Consider it not so deeply.'�
�
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38-53�
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55-59�
�
�





















�
�
67-end�
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Writing to Inform / Explain / Describe; Analyse / Review / Comment 


Task: Lady Macbeth is clearly experiencing many emotions at this point in the play.  Write down the notes of an actress taking her part, stating how she might approach II.2.  Use key quotations from the scene as your starting points.





�





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���



































-The Inverness Herald     





King Duncan, shortly before his arrival at Macbeth's castle in Inverness
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Renown and Grace is Dead!
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act two, scene 3





Macduff discovers the dead body of the king, and other characters respond and act.  Duncan's sons flee the country.
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act three, scene 1





set SATS


scene!





Banquo ponders and worries about how Macbeth has become king, but says nothing to him.  Macbeth considers the threat Banquo poses, and promptly arranges his murder…





overview








�





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.2  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.2  ���





LADY MACBETH. Naught's had, all's spent, 


Where our desire is got without content: 


'Tis safer to be that which we destroy, 


Than, by destruction, dwell in doubtful joy. 


[Enter Macbeth.]


How now, my lord! why do you keep alone, 


Of sorriest fancies your companions making; 


Using those thoughts which should indeed have died 


With them they think on? Things without all remedy 


Should be without regard: what's done is done. 





MACBETH. We have scotch'd the snake, not kill'd it; 


She'll close, and be herself; whilst our poor malice 


Remains in danger of her former tooth. 


But let the frame of things disjoint, both the worlds suffer, 


Ere we will eat our meal in fear, and sleep 


In the affliction of these terrible dreams 


That shake us nightly: better be with the dead, 


Whom we, to gain our peace, have sent to peace, 


Than on the torture of the mind to lie 


In restless ecstasy. Duncan is in his grave; 


After life's fitful fever he sleeps well; 


Treason has done his worst: nor steel, nor poison, 


Malice domestic, foreign levy, nothing, 


Can touch him further. 





LADY MACBETH. Come on; Gently my lord, 


Sleek o'er your rugged looks; be bright and jovial 


Among your guests to-night. 





MACBETH. So shall I, love;


And so, I pray, be you: Let your remembrance


Apply to Banquo; present him eminence, 


Both with eye and tongue: unsafe the while, that we 


Must lave our honors in these flattering streams; 


And make our faces vizards to our hearts, 


Disguising what they are. 





LADY MACBETH. You must leave this. 





MACBETH. O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife! 


Thou know'st that Banquo, and his Fleance, lives. 





LADY MACBETH. But in them nature's copy's not eterne. 





MACBETH. There's comfort yet; they are assailable; 


Then be thou jocund: ere the bat hath flown 


His cloister'd flight, ere to black Hecate's summons, 


The shard-borne beetle, with his drowsy hums, 


Hath rung night's yawning peal, there shall be done 


A deed of dreadful note. 





LADY MACBETH. What's to be done? 





MACBETH. Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck, 


Till thou applaud the deed. Come, seeling night, 


Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day; 


And with thy bloody and invisible hand 


Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond 


Which keeps me pale!--Light thickens; 


And the crow makes wing to the rooky wood: 


Good things of day begin to droop and drowse; 


Whiles night's black agents to their preys do rouse. 


Thou marvell'st at my words: but hold thee still; 


Things bad begun make strong themselves by ill: 


So, pr'ythee, go with me.	 [Exeunt.] 
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Macbeth notes








Lady Macbeth notes








�





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.2  ���





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.2  ���





act three scene two








Speaking and Listening 


Task: Use this sheet to prepare to act out the scene in pairs.  Try to write as much details around the text as you can.





act three, scene 3











A third murderer joins his two comrades who are waiting to kill Banquo.  In a short action-packed scene, they do the deed- but Banquo’s son, Fleance, escapes…
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act three scene 4
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to establish himself as king, Macbeth welcomes his guests to a banquet...





overview








Questions on the Banquet Scene – section by section





First Section – Lines 1-8 (‘they are welcome’)





1.Write down three thoughts going on in the minds of the new king and queen as they welcome their guests in.  Use lines from III.2 to help you.





Second Section – Lines 9-37 (‘...bare without it’)





2.  When Macbeth first sees the murderer, what might his thoughts be?





3. Link Macbeth’s comment, ‘There’s blood on thy face’ to his cry after the murder of Duncan: ‘Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood / Clean from my hands?’ What do you think the blood represents in both cases?





4. Read over the words of the murderer.  If you were the director, how would you instruct the actor playing him to play the part?  Think about:


a) his voice / tone of delivery


b) gestures as he speaks 


b) his posture and body language


Link all of these to the lines he delivers.





5. What is Macbeth’s reaction when he finds out that Fleance has escaped?  Explain this reaction.





Third Section – Lines 38-73 (‘...the maws of kites.’)





6. Discuss with a partner how you would portray the ghost if you were directing this scene.  List arguments for and against making the ghost visible for the audience.  Which do you think Shakespeare intended?





7.Find and write down three separate lines that show that no one but Macbeth can see Banquo’s ghost.





8.Suggest three ways in which you could show the reaction of the lords to Macbeth’s behaviour.  Remember that these shouldn’t distract too much attention away from Macbeth and Banquo’s Ghost!
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Fourth Section – Lines 74-107 (‘...Unreal mock’ry hence.’)





9. In groups of three, take it in turns to whisper Macbeth’s reflections on the ghost between lines 75 and 83 (‘Blood hath been shed...such a murder is.’)


As one person whispers the lines, the others should note which words should be given particular stress.





10. In this section, use adjectives to describe Macbeth’s different tones.  Firstly, write down the line that indicates a change of tone of voice, then use the adjective to indicate what tone should be used.





11. What do you think Lady Macbeth’s thoughts might be by the end of this section?





Fifth Section – Lines 108-end of scene 





12. Lady Macbeth suggests that her husband has ‘broke the meeting’.  What does this mean, and how could you get the actors playing the lords to indicate this?





13. ‘Blood will have blood.’  What do you think Macbeth means by this?  How many references to blood can you count in this scene alone?





14.  Explain these lines delivered by Macbeth in this section:





‘I am in blood / Stepped in so far that I should wade no more, Returning were as tedious as go o’er.’


‘We are yet but young in deed’





What do these lines indicate might happen?
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to establish himself as king, Macbeth welcomes his guests to a banquet...





Activities based on the Whole Scene





1. Writing to Inform, Explain, Describe 


Imagine you are one of the lords at the banquet.  Write a diary extract written on the night after the banquet.  Describe your new king’s behaviour, explain what you think it might mean, and write about your reaction to it. (Accompanying worksheet available)





2. Writing to Explore, Imagine Entertain


Write an extra scene that shows the conversation that took place between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth in their chamber after the banquet on the same night.  Try to capture the mood, fears and motivation of the characters.  Use Modern English, and pretend it is a modern-day version of the play. 





3. Writing to Analyse, Review, Comment  (Accompanying worksheet available)


How does Shakespeare build up an increasing sense of horror and confusion in this scene?  In your answer, consider:


the various reactions of the characters to the ghost and to Macbeth’s behaviour;


the language of Macbeth as he responds to seeing the murderer and then the ghost;


Shakespeare’s use of stage directions and the actions of characters within the scene. 





4. Drama / Speaking and Listening


Consider how you might design a set for this scene.  You will need to bear in mind the following:


how the audience can see everything that takes place


how you will direct the entrances of the lords / the murderer / Banquo’s ghost;


Macbeth’s various positions during the scene, including when he and other characters should be sitting or standing.





You could draw an overhead view of the stage, using a key to indicate where characters are seated and where they move.  Your ideas could be described to your teacher, or acted out by half the class.
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Extract: from act one scene 3
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Use this sheet to record your ideas about the thoughts and behaviour of either Macbeth or Banquo at this point.  You could use one column to show their thoughts, the other to show outward appearance in terms of expression, tone of voice, movements, etc. at each particular line.
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