Act 4 Sc 1: The Apparitions
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Key Quotation Focus: What is Macbeth talking about? What is the effect on the
audience? What are the connotations of the key words? How can you link this to
other mentions of sleep in the play?
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First apparition: an armed head

FIRST APPARITION

Macbeth, Macbeth, Macbeth:
beware Macduff,

Beware the Thane of Fife. Dismiss
me. Enough.

Descends

Is this a good fortune to hear?
Is it true? Does Macbeth need to beware of Macduff?
Why do you think this vision takes the form of a head in armour?
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Second apparition: a bloody child

SECOND APPARITION .
Macbeth, Macbeth, Macbeth!

MACBETH

Had | three ears, I'd hear thee. .

SECOND APPARITION
Be bloody, bold, and resolute; laugh to scorn
The power of man, for none of woman born
Shall harm Macbeth.

Descends

MACBETH
Then live,
thee?

But yet I'll make assurance double sure,
And take a bond of fate: thou shalt not live,
That | may tell pale-hearted fear it lies,
And sleep in spite of thunder.

f, what need | fear of

Is this a good
fortune to hear?

What do you
think it might
mean?

Why is it a vision
of a child
covered with
blood?
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Third apparition: a child crowned,
with a tree in his hand

THIRD APPARITION

Be lion-mettled, proud, and take no care
Who chafes, who frets, or where
conspirers are.

Macbeth shall never vanquished be until
Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane hill
Shall come against him.

Descends

Is this a good fortune to hear?
What do you think it might mean?
Why does it take this form?
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Showing the visions on stage

It is very difficult to show these visions on
stage.

In Shakespeare’s time, they may not have
been shown at all, since Macbeth describes
them vividly.

In modern productions they are often shown,
sometimes using modern technology or by
using costumed actors.

* What are the reasons for and against
showing them on stage?

* How might you show them on stage?
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Macbeth’s reactions

- Do you think the witches have
succeeded in making Macbeth
feel overconfident, and then
confused, as Hecate ordered?

- Reread his reaction to each
prophecy and explain why or
why not.

+ What else does he “throb to
know”?

— Describe the vision he seesin
your own words

— Does he get the answer he
hoped for? How does he react?




