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Act 1 Summary

Scene 1: the play openswith thunder& lightning. 3
Witches plan to meet Macbeth.

Scene 2: Amessenger tels King Duncan thatthe rebels have been
defeated in battle. The Thane of Cawdor, who has betrayed the King, is
executed. Histitle is given to Macbeth, and Macbeth and Banauoare
both honoured for their bravery.

Scene 3: The Witches foretell that Macbeth will be Thane of
Cawdor, then King. They also tell Banauo that his sonswill be
kings. Ross arrives and announces Macbethis now Thane of
Cawdor. Macbethstarts tohave "horrible imaginings” about

theKing

Scene 4 Duncan honours Macbeth & Banauo, then names his son,
Mealcolm, as the next King. Macbeth expresses his "black and
deep desires” tobe King. Duncan plansto visit Macbeth n his
castle.
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Scene 5: Lady Macbeth readsa letter from Macbeth
aboutthe Witches' prophecy. Whenshe learnsDuncaniis
tostay intheir castle, she asks the spiritstofill her with
“cruelty”. When Macbeth arrives, she tellshim of her
plansto murderthe King

Scene 6: King Duncan arrivesatthe Macbeths' castle
andis greeted warmly by Lady Macbeth. He showshis
trustin his hosts.

Scene 7: Macbeth struggleswith the planto kill Duncan,
whoisa guestin hishouse. Lady Macbeth persuades
him notto be a “coward” and he agrees to committhis
“terrible” act.




