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Narrative hook

Example

The outrageous hook — this
will make you do a double
take. Did I really read that?

“His children are falling from the sky. He watches from horseback, acres of
England stretching behind him; they drop, gilt-winged, each with a blood-flled

gaze”

Bring Up the bodies — Hilary Mantel
(from AQA English Language resources for Paper 1)

The puzzliing hook — this
immediately makes you ask
questions of the story.

“The road ends at a gate. The boy waits in the car while the man gefs out”

Compass and Torch — Elizabeth Baines (from AQA Anthology Sunlight on the
Grass)

The quotation hook — this
can connect you with
‘something you already know
and it can make the writer
seem more credible.

“Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, |
see | have alarmed you.”

The Reluctant Fundamentalist — Mohsin Hamid
(from AQA English Language resources for Paper 1)

The startling hook — this
makes you think twice, but isn't

“Fugu is a fish caught off the Pacific shores of Japan. The fish has held a
special significance for me ever since my mother died through eating one”

you are spoken to directly and
feel involved from the start

as shocking as the outrageous
hook. A Family Supper - Kazuo Ishiguro

(from AQA Anthology — Telling Tales)
The direct address hook — | “Its a clear day in Vienna. You are standing in a skewed pentangle of

lemony sunshine at the sharp comer of Augustiner Strasse and
Augustinerbastei, across from the opera house, indolently watching the world
pass by you, waiting for someone or something to catch and hold your
attention, to generate a tremor of interest”

Waiting for Sunrise ~ William Boyd

The subtle hook —a bit ike
the starting hook, this appeals
to your sense of curiosity. Who
is he?

“Three months ago, his grandmother died, and then they had moved to this
house.”

I'm the King of the Castle ~ Susan Hill
(AQA English Language resources for Paper 1)
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The visual hook — appeals fo
our sense of sight.

"The pond in our park was Circular, exposed, perhaps fifty yards across.
When the wind blew, lttie waves travelled across it and slapped the paved
edges, lie a miniature sea. We would go there, Mother, Grandfather and |."

Chemistry - Graham Swift
(AQA Anthology — Telling Tales)

The amusing hook —this 5 a
tricky hook and only works if it

appeals to your sense of
humour.

“When Bill Simpson woke Up on Monday morning, he found he was a girl. e,
was standing, staring at himself in the mirror, quite baffied, when his mother
sweptin.

“Why don't you wear this pretty pink dress?' she said.’

Bill's New Frock — Anne Fine

The question hook — you
‘wantto read on to find the
answer.

“How does one describe Aremis FowT?

Artemis Fowl - Eoin Colfer

The direct speech hook —
pace and in this case.
introduces characters.

“And where’s Mr Campbell?” Charle asked.
“Gone to Switzerland. Mr Campbell's a pretty sick man, Mr Wales”
“I'm sorry to hear that. And George Harat?” Charlie inguired

Babylon Revisited — F Scott Fitzgerald short story.





