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Themes and issues
1. First read through the list of themes below and give each one a score to reflect the importance you think it has in the poem. Use these scorings:

  0 – No Significance 

  5 – The theme features in a minor way

10 – The theme features in a major way

15 – It is the poem’s central, most important theme 

	Forgiveness
	

	Control
	

	Arrogance
	

	Hypocrisy
	

	Violence
	

	People
	

	Loyalty
	

	Fear
	

	Love
	

	Happiness
	

	Jealousy
	

	Pride
	

	Power and status
	

	Vanity
	


2. Now share your ideas with a partner. Discuss your scores and then together make a list of the top three themes according to your negotiations. Be prepared to share your ideas with the whole class. 
3. As a whole class, decide on the top three themes in this poem. 
Extension activity

Complete the table. Look at your class’s top three themes and find evidence (quotations) to support your ideas. 

	Theme 1: 

……………………………………


	Theme 2: 

……………………………………


	Theme 3: 

……………………………………



	
	
	


Teaching notes

Foundation Tier students could be given fewer themes to choose from.  For the extension task they could be allocated quotations from the poem to sort and glue into the table. 
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