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Checking out the ‘other’ history 
Teaching notes 

· Student could work in pairs or small groups to complete all the tasks, or research a single topic.

· Alternatively, groups of five could break up into expert groups to research the five topics and then report back to their home groups.

· Suggested websites are given as starting points. Students should be encouraged to use at least two additional sources for each topic, particularly as aspects of history are often, for various reasons, disputed.

Depending on the approach taken to complete the research, you might ask students to:

· give a group presentation to the whole class

· create informative posters for display

· write fact files on each topic

· create a set of background notes designed to help other students studying the poem 

· prepare for a Speaking and Listening assessment (Discussing and Listening, or Presenting). 
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Weblinks:
britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/537814/Shaka
sahistory.org.za/pages/people/bios/zulu-shaka.htm
britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/32234/Arawak
bookrags.com/biography/dominique-toussaint-louverture
jamaicans.com/articles/primearticles/queennanny.shtml
100greatblackbritons.com/bios/mary_seacole.html

Checking out the ‘other’ History 
In the poem, John Agard mentions several significant figures (or peoples) whom he feels have been overlooked in History:
· Toussaint L’Ouverture

· Nanny de maroon

· Shaka ‘de great Zulu’ warrior
· Arawaks and Caribs

· Mary Seacole.

1. Use the prompt cards on each topic to begin your research. Each card has some questions and activities to get you started, but you can add to this as your research progresses.

2. Keep a list of sources (a bibliography) so that you can show where you got your information from.    Write this on the back of your card. 

3. Once you have collected all your information, organise your notes so that you can present your findings clearly. 
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Toussaint L’Overture

1. Write a list of questions about things you need to find out, such as: 
· key dates (birth, death, etc)

· what he is most famous for

· what his significant achievements were. 
2. Make a list of any key terms that need to be explained. Add to this list as you go, but start with:
· slavery 

· Hispaniola 

· Mulatto
· republic

· Haitian revolution.
3. Check that your notes cover everything that Agard mentions in the poem. Have you missed out anything important?

4. Can you find a picture of Toussaint L’Ouverture?

Nanny the Maroon 

1. Write a list of questions about things you need to find out, such as:
· key dates (birth, death, etc)

· her other names

· what she is most famous for

· what her significant achievements were.

2. Make a list of any key terms that need to be explained. Add to this list as you go, but start with:

· maroon 

· obeah 

· guerrilla warfare.

3. Check that your notes cover everything that Agard mentions in the poem. Have you missed out anything important?

4. Can you find a picture of Nanny?

Shaka the Zulu

1. Write a list of questions about things you need to find out, such as:

· key dates (birth, death, etc)

· what he is most famous for

· what his significant achievements were.

2. Make a list of any key terms that need to be explained. Add to this list as you go, but start with:
· impi

· asegaai.
3. Can you find a picture of Shaka the Zulu?

What negative things does your research show about Shaka? Can you think of any reason why he is called ‘great’ by John Agard?


Caribs and Arawaks

1. Write a list of questions about things you need to find out, such as:

· Who were/are Arawaks?
· Who were/are Caribs?
· Where and when did they live?
· What are the important elements of their cultures?
· What factors led to their decline? 

2. Make a list of any key terms that need to be explained. Add to this list as you go, but start with:
· Taino

· shaman

· Hispaniola.
3. Can you make a sketch map to show their location in the 15th century and in the present day? 

4. Your research may uncover quite contradictory pictures of these tribes. Why do you think some of the descriptions are so negative?

Mary Seacole

1. Write a list of questions about things you need to find out, such as:

· key dates (birth, death, etc)

· what she is most famous for

· what her significant achievements were

· why she has become well known again in modern times.
2. Make a list of any key terms that need to be explained. Add to this list as you go, but start with:
· Crimean War 

· sutler 

· cholera.
3. Check that your notes cover everything that Agard mentions in the poem. Have you missed out anything important?

4. Can you find a picture of Mary Seacole?
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