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Themes and issues statements: ‘Ozymandias’
Mind maps 
‘Ozymandias’ is part of the collection ‘Character and voice’ in the Anthology. A typical exam question could ask you to compare how a character is presented in two poems. This task will get you to explore the wider issues and themes in ‘Ozymandias’.
Task 1

Look at the statements below and decide which ones are true. Put these on a piece of A3 paper.

Task 2

Next to each statement, add evidence from the poem that supports your assertion that it is true.

Task 3

Branching off from your evidence, add notes about the language, connotations of words and any ideas you have about the text. You could also add images/symbols which would trigger your memory when revising this poem. 

Statements 
· The poem explores power and status.
· The poet admires Ozymandias.
· Ozymandias was once a proud, tyrannical ruler.
· The poem suggests we have all the time in the world.
· The poem is about legacies and what we leave behind after we die.
· The poet suggests that pride comes before a fall.
· The poem is about time and nature and how man cannot conquer either.
· Shelley suggests that art and language will outlast humans and other legacies of power.
· The reader is left to imagine the sculptor as well as Ozymandias’ character.
· It is ironic that it is the sculptor’s legacy that will last and not Ozymandias’ power.  
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