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Brain games: ‘Ozymandias’
Teaching notes

The order in which you get students to play these two games is up to you. Pictionary will involve lots of shouting and heated guesswork while ‘spot the difference’ will require some deep thinking and discussion, followed by healthy debate.

Pictionary

Ideal as a quick starter or revision exercise, students work in teams and play Pictionary using key vocabulary from the poem. Some suggested Pictionary cards are included below, although students could of course pick out their own words and run with these.
Spot the difference

Once students have had a chance to galvanise their brains, get them to play this competitive, spot the difference activity.

Instructions for spot the difference
1. In a group/team of about four to five people, students need to read through the poem ‘Ozymandias’ and pick out ten pieces of vocabulary which they think could be replaced subtly with something similar. For example, ‘traveller’ could be replaced with ‘voyager’. The aim of the game is to replace ten words from the poem by making such subtle and apt word choices that they become part of the poem and another team can’t identify them.

Point out to students that if they make a big or jarring change to a word, others are more likely to spot it, thus scoring points. At this stage you could encourage them to think about swapping words with similar syllables and making sure that if they take out a word that rhymes with something else, then they need to replace it with a similar rhyming word. 
2. Students are then going create an alternative version of the poem using their synonyms. At this point, students could work with the poem on screen. This would speed things up a little. 
3. Once each team has done this, they need to swap ‘re-made’ poems with another team and go through, picking out where the team has made changes. At this stage, you’ll need to ensure that no team has access to a copy of ‘Ozymandias’. If you catch anybody sneaking a look at the poem, disqualify them immediately.

4. Students don’t have to identify exactly what the original word from the poem is (that would be pretty tricky), but they do need to flag up the replacement. However, if any students do manage to identify the original word, they should score a bonus point per word.

5. The winner is the group who manages to spot all ten changes. If any team manages to spot all ten changes and write down the correct word then you should crown them ‘champions of the universe’. Their names should probably be engraved on a plaque and erected in a public place.
Pictionary cards

	antique
	heart that fed

	traveller
	king of kings

	The hand that 
mock’d them 
	colossal wreck

	trunkless legs
	desert

	frown
	lone and level sands stretch far away

	legs
	sand

	stone
	lifeless things
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