Read ‘The Basics’ about Ozymandias, then re-read the poem before answering the following questions:
1. 1.This poem is a SONNET.  Below, are the typical features of a Petrarchan sonnet, which was a popular type of poem in Shelley’s lifetime.  Which of these apply to Ozymandias, and which don’t?
· 14 lines
· iambic pentameter (an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed x 5 over one lines of poetry
· a clear division between the first 8 lines (octet) and the second six (sestet)
· eight lines of description, followed by six lines of reflection (thought)
· a regular rhyme scheme – usually ABBAABBA  CDCDCD
2. 2. Why do you think that Shelley reveals the description through the voice of ‘a traveller’, rather than describing the statue himself?  Compare your answer with other people around you, and write down as many reasons as you can all think of.
3. 3. Identify four adjectives between lines 2 and 4.  Why do you think Shelley might have chosen these words in each case?  Do any have deeper meanings?
4. 4. What do lines 4 to 6 say about the attitude of the king towards his subjects?  Where else is this supported in the poem?
5. 5. Identify the two metaphors in line 8.  Copy each down and explain them in your own words.
6. 6. What do the words on the pedestal (the base of the statue) mean?  Why does the king address the onlookers as ‘Ye Mighty’ even though he has ‘cold command’ over them?
7. 7. Shelley spends the final 3 lines of the poem describing the surroundings of the statue.  Why does he do this, and how does this capture the final irony of the poem?
8. 8. Shelley uses sound symbolism throughout the poem.  Find as many examples of alliteration (words close to each other uses the same consonant sound).  What are the effects of these on the ear of the reader, and how do they enhance the poem?
9. 9. The theme of decay and ruin are strong throughout the poem.  Find all of the words and phrases that you can that relate to this.  What overall message does Shelley convey, involving this theme?
Remember that many of your answers can also be used to help you annotate your copy of the poem!
EXTENSION : Using the information in the ‘Basics’ section, as well as your own research, how do you think Ozymandias reflects Shelley’s views on power and tyranny, as well as art and poetry?
EXTENSION 2: Look again at your answer to Q1.  You should have discovered that Shelley moves away from the traditional rhyme scheme of a Petrarchan sonnet.  Find out about this type of sonnet, then consider what rhyme scheme Shelley does use, suggesting reasons why he might wish to break some of the rules!
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