Ozymandias – Background Information
"Ozymandias" is a sonnet, a poem with fourteen lines. Shelley completed the poem in 1817 and published it in England's The Examiner in 1818.  Shelley was critical of the royal family and monarchical government in England and sympathised with the ideals behind the French Revolution. ‘Ozymandias’ has been read by some as a condemnation of undemocratic or tyrannical government, reflecting Shelley’s radical views.
Settings 

......."Ozymandias" has two settings. 

1. The first is the place where the narrator meets the traveller (line 1);

2. The second is the setting in the traveller’s tale about a crumbling statue of an Egyptian king (pharaoh). The statue is at the site of the ancient Egyptian capital, Thebes (about 420 miles south of Cairo). On the eastern side of the river was the city proper. On the western side was a vast cemetery, or city of the dead, where statues, temples, and tombs memorialized the pharaohs. Living at the site were priests who conducted religious services and artisans and labourers who designed, built, and maintained the monuments. 

Characters 

Narrator: The poet, Shelley. He assumes the role of auditor to the tale of the traveller (line 1) and tells the reader what the traveller said. 
Traveller: A person from an ancient land who tells his tale to the narrator. 
Ozymandias: Egyptian Pharaoh who is the subject of the traveller’s tale. Ozymandias (also spelled Osymandias) is another name for one of Egypt's most famous rulers, Ramses II (or Ramses the Great). He was born in 1314 BC and ruled Egypt for 66 years as the third king of the Nineteenth Dynasty. His exact age at death is uncertain, but it was between 90 and 99. Ramses was a warrior king and a builder of temples, statues and other monuments. He was pharaoh at the time Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, as recounted in the second book of the Bible, Exodus (derived from the Greek word for departure).

